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Affirmation on Australia Day 


As an Australian citizen, 
‘| affirm my loyalty to Australia and its people, 
| whose democratic beliefs | share, 
whose rights and liberties | respect, 


and whose laws | uphold and obey. 
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Australia Day Cup proudly sponsored by SEI 
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‘IN BLUE AND WHIT 


The official match programme of the South Melbourne Soccer Club $1.00 


Qantas is proud to sponsor the National Soccer League and Soccer Australia. 
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South Melbourne 
Soccer Club 


Bob Jane Stadium 
25A Albert Road Drive 
Albert Park, Victoria 3206 


Postal Address 
P.O. BOX 1349 
Victoria 3205 


Telephone: (03) 9645 9797 
Fax: (03) 9645 9796 


admin@southmelbournesc.com.au 


www.southmelbournesc.com.au || 


President: 

Peter Mitrakas 

Treasurer: 

Panos Margaritis 

Chief Executive Officer: 
Mark Patterson 
Manager-Commercial 
Operations and Marketing: 
John Caniglia 

Marketing Executive: 
Anthony Svirskis 
Administration Manager: 
Mirella Venturato 
Accounts Manager: 
Koula Zouros 
Membership Enquires: 
Anthony Svirskis 

Media Enquires: 

Mirella Venturato 
Sponsorship Enquires: 
John Caniglia 


Senior Coach: 
Stuart Munro 
Captain: 
Vaughan Coveny 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 


Welcome to this inaugural Australia Day clash between South 
Melbourne and Perth Glory. South Melbourne is honoured to 
be hosting Perth on this special day in Australia’s calendar.As a 
club, we plan for this day to become a permanent fixture in the 
new national league and to build a tradition between Perth 
Glory and South Melbourne games at Bob Jane Stadium. After 
a controversial away loss to Perth in round 8, the boys are 
keen to make amends. 

The game versus Melbourne Knights on Saturday night is sig- 
nificant for other reasons. As I’m sure you are aware, 
Melbourne Knights have decided not to apply for the new 
league hence this game becomes the last game between these 
two traditional rivals at a national level. | have enjoyed the 
many battles against the Knights over the years and | hope we 
can continue our rivalry in the Victorian Premier League. 

| remind you all that South’s application into the Victorian 
Premier League is driven by the club’s overriding strategy to 
expand operations. Our application to the APL is in full swing 
and we are hoping to have a team in the VPL not only to 
improve the standard of Victorian soccer, but to allow the club 
to expand soccer operations and increase revenue in the off- 
season. If soccer clubs in this state can broaden their view and 
look beyond the potential loss of South players and/or mar- 
keting expenses, the level of Soccer in Victoria can improve 
through increased attendances, playing standards and media 
exposure. 

You may also have noticed the new ticketing introduced today 
and for the rest of the year. All tickets are now barcoded so 
that the club can accurately monitor crowds and improve soc- 
cer viewing at this great stadium. This is just another example 
of South’s off-field improvements and push into the new 
league. 

| hope you enjoy this week’s blockbuster games and continue 
to support South’s run towards the finals. 


Peter Mitrakas 
President 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 


SOUTH UPDATE 


The South Melbourne Soccer Club presents the... 
GRAND GALA DINNER AUCTION NIGHT 


Friday 20th February 2004 
Albert by the Lake 

25 Albert Road Dve, Albert Park 
7:30pm until 12:30am 


The South Melbourne Soccer Club invites all sup- 
porters to be part of the Grand Gala Dinner Auction 
Night. Auctions will feature SMSC memorabilia cel- 
ebrating this year’s milestones, Australian and 


International Sporting memorabilia and a collection | 


of sponsor items. 


Guests will be treated to a three course meal, bever- 
ages package and entertainment all night including 
a professional master of ceremonies and a special 
guest entertainer. 


$95 per ticket or $900 per table of ten 
(GST inclusive) 
Bookings are essential. 


For further details and bookings please contact 
Mirella on (03) 9645 9797, or email admin@south- 
melbournesc.com.au 


Tickets can also be purchased online through the 
ticketing engine at www.southmelbournesc.com.au 


H MELBOURNI 


A great result at home to Sydney United 
allows us to continue our challenge for a top 
two-spot. The team have put themselves in a 
good position at this stage of the season and 
are hungry for more success. 
Congratulations must go to Vaughan Coveny 
upon reaching the 100 NSL career goal mile- 
stone, and to Paul Trimboli, who has risen 
into second position for the all-time NSL 
games played. With an outstanding perform- 
ance by Michael Theoklitos on his debut, the 
club is going from strength to strength. 
The two week break came at a good time, 
with all efforts going into preparation for the 
upcoming blockbuster games. Today’s match 
against Perth Glory will be a big game occa- 
sion but | am confident that we have many 
big game players in our team to get the result 
we want. Saturday’s match against the 
Melbourne Knights also promises to be an 
epic, with this being the last time the two 
teams will clash for the Melbourne derby 
under the NSL. 
| would like to acknowledge the terrific sup- 
port we are receiving from all South fans and 
appreciate their patience and understanding 
when the matches are close contests. Your 
loyalty during such critical moments is what 
drives the players on. 


Stuart Munro 
Senior Coach 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 


|. Dean Anastasiadis 
. Levent Osman 
. Simon Storey 


. Mehmet Durakovic 


. Ante Kovacevic 


. Vaughan Coveny (C) 


2 
3 
4 
5. Michael Panopoulos 
6 
8 
9 


. Paul Trimboli 
10.Con Boutsianis 
12.Marcus Stergiopoulos 
13.Vince Lia 
14.Max Lohy 
15.Steve Laurie 
16.Massimo Murdocca 
17.Carl Recchia 
18.Michael Curcija 
19.Kristian Sarkies 
20.Eugene Galekovic 
22.Sam Poutakidis 
25.Scott Tunbridge 
30.Michael Theoklitos 


South vs. Sydney United - Report 


By Michael Tsoukalis 

Vaughn Coveny sealed the game by firing home a 65th 
minute spot-kick to give South a hard-fought — yet price- 
less — victory against a gallant Sydney United. Coveny col- 
lected his 100th NSL career goal in a game that also cel- 
ebrated South legend Paul Trimboli’s rise into second 
position for the all-time NSL games played. The opening 
20 minutes saw Stuart Munro's men play a great brand of 
cohesive and attacking football. Con Boutsianis signalled 
the home team's intentions early on with a great free kick 
attempt from 30 yards out. Sydney United custodian Liam 
Reddy clearly hampered by glare, did well to clutch the 
ball, 

South's attacking pressure resulted in another great 
opportunity in the |3th minute, a deep ball from the 
South midfield saw South striker Michael Curcija contest 
the high ball on the edge of the United defensive area. The 
ball fell to Young SoccerooVince Lia who from outside the 
box — and on his non favoured left side — unleashed a bril- 
liant curling effort that was destined for Reddy's right- 
hand top corner only for the Ex-Parramatta Power keep- 
er to pull off a wonderful save at full stretch. 

Two minutes later Lia once again found himself in a great 
attacking position on the right, Boutsianis with great 
vision played a great through ball to the South starlet 
who's first touch took him reasonably deep into the 
United area and his subsequent outside-of-the-foot right- 
foot rocket curled just wide with Reddy well beaten. With 
South feasting on attacking adrenalin, another chance 
went begging in the 16th minute, Right wingback Simon 
Storey sent in a deep cross for Captain Coveny to head 
across Reddy's goalmouth, the ball fell to Boustianis who 
unfortunately couldn't keep his half volleyed attempt 
down. United's first genuine impact came in the 21st 
minute, with seemingly tons of time to clear the ball Ante 
Kovacevic hesitated with the ever-alert Zeljko Babic steal- 
ing the ball from the South defender and honing in on 
goal, the United marksmen found made his way into the 
box and with only South debutant Michael Theoklitos — 
who came in due to the international commitments of 
usual South number | Eugene Galekovic — to beat, Babic’s 
attempt was foiled by a great save — with his feer — by 
Theoklitos. The 28th minute saw South waste a golden 
opportunity, midfield stalwart Michael Panopoulos played 
a brilliant through ball in behind the Sydney United 
defence and unleashed Curcija téte-a-téte with United 
custodian Reddy, thundering in on goal Curcija opted for 
power but seemingly forgot about placement resulting in 
his strike cannoning off Reddy for a corner. 

Curcija's miss was to be the last golden opportunity for 
quite a spell, both sides went into the dressing rooms at 


half time knowing that a positive result was still achiev- 
able, however, with the guilt edged chances that South 
had wasted in the first period Stuart Munro would've no 
doubt been grilling his men about their composure in 
front of goal. 

The second stanza started with United's defensive 
strength firmly in gear, South continued to have large 
chunks of the ball but the chances were simply not being 
created. 

Then in the 55th minute seemingly against play, United 
striker Brendan Santalab — with his back to goal - found 
the ball at his feet deep into the South defensive area, 
Santalab shielded the ball well for a good |5 seconds 
before deciding to turn only to be met with a mistimed 
lunge from South defender Mehmet Durakovic that gave 
referee Eddie Lennie no choice but to point to the spot. 
With the South faithful dejected and fearing that another 
loss would largely harm their current campaign, and 
unlikely hero emerged. As Brendan Santalab approached 
the ball to convert the penalty, Theoklitos chose correct- 
ly and pulled off a wonder-save down low to his right, it 
was a moment to savour for the ex-Blackpool keeper 
who has been very patient in waiting for his opportunity 
and grasped it with a season-turning save.With South 
thankful for the heroics of Theoklitos, up stepped anoth- 
er young-gun to provide much needed inspiration. The 
64th minute saw Vince Lia play a superb delicate ball from 
the right over the United defence to release South cap- 
tain Vaughn Coveny, Coveny knocked the ball past Reddy 
who in the process brought down the South captain with 
the consistent Lennie on hand to whistle for his second 
spot kick of the evening. Up stepped Coveny to smash 
home his 100th NSL career goal as well as to give South 
a much needed boost. 

Not content with one goal as insurance South pressed 
for a second, the 69th minute saw a deep Boustianis free 
kick find its way to the United back-post where Curcija 
was on hand to meet thunderously with a volley that 
unfortunately for home side went straight a Reddy who 
gloved well. With the game entering the last 20 minutes, 
United began to up their tempo and dominate possession 
in the hope of pushing for an equaliser. The chance the 
“Bravehearts” had been building towards arrived in the 
85th minute when a quality cross from the right, was met 
6 yards out by an attacking United player who made great 
headed contact only to be foiled by another world class 
point blank save by the brilliant Theoklitos. Theoklitos's 
save capped off a great debut for the South custodian and 
ensured South’s push for a top three position remains 
firmly in tact. 
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PLAYER PROFILE - MICHEAL THEOKLITOS 


Growing up in Melbourne, Michael began his goalkeeping with East Richmond 
from an early age. After a three year stint at Bulleen he made his first big 
move to the Auckland Kingz for one year. After a successful season in New 
Zealand, he transferred to UK 2nd Division side Blackpool for another year. 
He then returned home to the team he supported as a youngster and made 
his South Melbourne debut with a clean-sheet performance last week. 


Name: Michael Theoklitos 
Born: | 1/02/81 
Position: Goalkeeper 
Nickname: Maki 
Previous Club: Blackpool (UK 2nd division). 

Career Highlights: Playing in the FA Cup 3rd round for Blackpool last year 
and making my debut last week with South. 

Funniest team-mate: Marcus Stergiopoulos, he’s always cracking jokes. 
Coach’s favourite saying: | can’t really understand him. 

Favourite Food: Chinese cuisine. 

Favourite Drink/Alcoholic: | don’t drink unless it’s a very special occasion. 
Favourite Song: Anything that’s house. 

Favourite Musician: House music. 

Favourite TV show: Friends. 

Favourite Movie: Gladiator. 

Favourite Comedy Movie: Meet the Parents. 

Favourite Actor: Russell Crowe. 

Favourite Actress: Cameron Diaz. 

Superstitions: | don’t really have any superstitions but | like to keep a set 
routine prior to a match. 

Likes: Working on my tan at the beach, having coffee with friends, chilling out. 
Dislikes: Snobs. 

Marital status: Single and looking! 


South vs. Knights — Preview — 
By Michael Tsoukalis 


The Melbourne derby is always an emotional and passionate affair; this season's incarnation how- 
ever has special significance. With the Knights announcing their intentions to continue in the 
Victorian Premier League, this encounter potentially looms as the final derby between the two 
powerhouses of Victorian football in top flight National competition. 


Form wise both sides offer an immense contrast. South are near the league’s pinnacle, whereas 
the lan Dobson coached Knights are languishing near the bottom. Severe financial constraints 
have seen the Knight's opt for a stringent youth policy which has seen promising future talents 
such as Bill Natsioulas, Isyan Erdogan, Steve Pantelidis, Adrian Leijer and Serkan Oksuz emerge. 


The experience of the Vargas brothers Andy and Rodrigo add much needed stability to the 
Knight's line-up with ex-South midfielder Nick Sabljak and seasoned veteran Andrew Marth pro- 
viding some silk and steel in the middle of the park. 


The Knights have shown that on their day they can emerge with a solid result, their round |4 
away 0-| victory against Marconi showed that the Sunshine outfit does possess enough talent 
and competitiveness to grind out decent results, however, whether or not such a combination 
of luck and cohesion can be achieved in front of a packed and parochial Bob Jane Stadium 
remains to be seen. 


Conversely South's squad is almost perfectly balanced with experience and promising talent, 
Coach Munro has an abundance of options to choose from with nearly every player in the squad 
having made a decent contribution to South's plight so far this season. Munro has throughout 
the season continued to experiment with line-up changes with the most competition occurring 
in the centre of the park where the Lakeside outfit is particularly blessed with a plethora of qual- 
ity options. Kristian Sarkies, Massimo Murdocca, Vince Lia, Michael Panopoulos, Con Boutsianis 
and Marcus Stergiopoulos have all distinguished themselves at various moments during the sea- 
son and are all considered crucial players to Albert Park based club, hence, finding the right mix 
in the South engine-room will be crucial not only for the Knight's game but for also the run in 
to the finals. 


Selection headaches aside, the significance of the day cannot be forgotten, a rivalry which has 
lasted for decades in the spotlight of the local game will perhaps be coming to an end. Emotions 
will be high for both sets of supporters with the only genuine winner being football as a pas- 
sionate atmosphere rarely seen in the local game is bound to evolve. Hopefully the enormity of 
the occasion will rub off on the competing players who with a touch of luck will be able to give 
us an encounter to match the spectacle and prestige of the occasion. 
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Jason Petkovic 
Matt Horsley 
Mathew Bingley 
Bradley Hassell 
Shaun Murphy 
Wayne Srhoj 
Scott Miller 
Anthony Danze 
Nick Mrdja 

Bobby Despotovski 
Jade North 

Mark Byrnes 

Tom Pondeljak 
Damian Mori 
Gary Faria 

Aaron Cole 

Vince Matassa 
Adrian Caceres 
Dean Apelgren 
Shane Crampton 
Jamie Coyne 
Scott Bulloch 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


|. Tommi Tomich 

2. Stanko Zilic 

3. Rodrigo Vargas 
4.Antun Kovacic 

5. Daniel Piorkowski 
6.Andrew Marth (C) 
7. Daniel Vasilevski 


8. Daniel Rocco 


9. Peter Buljan 

1O. Nikola Sabljak 

11. Tomi Razov 

12. lsyan Erdogan 
13. Fikret Husanovic 
14.Adrian Leijer 

15. Micheal Batinovic 
16. Bill Natsioulas 
17. Andy Vargas 

18. Henry F’arodo 
19. Anthony Pelikan 
21. Serkan Oksuz 
22. Steve Pantelidis 
23. Dario Matkovic 
26. Kris Trajanovski 
27.Vilson Knezevic 
28. Nick Marinos 
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National Soccer League Table after round 20 


TEAM 


Perth Glory 
Parramatta Power 


| South Melbourne 


Brisbane Strikers 
Adelaide United 


Sydney United 


Newcastle United 


| Wollongong Wolves 
| 


‘Marconi Stallions 


Northern Spirit 
Sydney Olympic 


Melbourne Knights 


Football Kingz 


PREVIEW — South vs Perth Glory 


By Michael Tsoukalis 


Australia Day looms as the date for perhaps the biggest encounter of the NSL sea- 
son. Reigning champions the Perth Glory come to Bob Jane Stadium looking to all 
but secure the minor premiership, whereas a victory for the home side could see 
Stuart Munro’s men get a stranglehold on a coveted top two position. 

The Glory are in ominous form and after a tough first half of the season where they 
played an unprecedented amount of away games - now face a consistent run of 
home games which has seen them skyrocket 5 points clear and with a game in 
hand. Conversely South are locked in a battle with the Parramatta Power in the 
race for the coveted second spot, both sides are locked on 32 points and have a goal 
difference of +20. 

The past month has seen South go through a somewhat patchy run of form, an 
unlucky result against the Wolves at home followed by a disappointing loss to the 
Northern Spirit away saw Stuart Munro’s men desperately in need of a result 
against Sydney United. Fortunately for the Lakesiders a Vaughn Coveny penalty 
was enough to earn them a crucial victory and get their finals push back on track. 
Perth Glory’s roster depth is revered throughout the league; most notably their 
ability to spread the goal-scoring load should make any defence extremely weary. 
Potential threats loom in players such as Tom Pondeljak, Nick Mrdja and the ever- 
dangerous attacking duo of Bobby Despotovski and Damian Mori, these 4 players 
have contributed 28 of the 39 goals the Glory have scored to date and as such a 
positive result for South Melbourne could potential lie in nullifying the effective- 
ness of this high-flying quartet. In defence, custodian Jason Petkovic has been one 
of the leagues marquee goalkeepers for many seasons, in front of him the experi- 
ence of Sean Murphy and Matthew Bingley provide a solid base for defensive resist- 
ance. 

Conversely South will be keen for a positive showing and result to regain the tag 
of genuine championship contenders. The side has recently been boosted by the 
superb form of youngsters Vince Lia and Kristian Sarkies. Lia has shown amazing 
maturity down both flanks, choosing the right moment to attack and finishing his 
elusiveness down the wing with superb delivery. On the other hand Sarkies has 
defied all expectations, after making his debut at 16, the now I7 year old midfield 
workhorse has gone on to play at a level that defies his tender age, his confidence 
on the ball coupled with his immense self belief has seen the VIS graduate estab- 
lish himself as one of the best young talents in the country. 

Coach Munro will have a near full squad to choose from as Marcus Stergiopoulos 
appears to have recovered from a recent ankle injury. With depth to be found all 
over the park, Munro will no doubt be stretched when selection time arrives, find- 
ing the right balance will be crucial, however, with both sides desperate for victory 
what is for certain is that a great spectacle of football awaits. 
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S O CC E R C LU B r E Ni i N DS DATE TIME STADIUM OPPONENT RESULT 
| [ | Sat 20/09/03 6:30pm Parramatta Stadium Parramatta Power Draw 0-0 
PATRONS T ee JANE sa ad 
S TA D I $ SM F R E E e 3 Fri 03/10/03 7:35pm Win Stadium Wollongong Wolves Win 4-0 
FELOVMANE 3.% f 4 Sun 12/10/03 3:00pm Bob Jane Stadium Brisbane Strikers Loss 0-| 
H E C LU B H AS 5 Sun 19/10/03 3:00pm _ Bob Jane Stadium = Newcastle United Win 4-| 
ARRA N GED DESIGNATED 6 Sun 26/10/03 3:00pm S.U,Sports Centre Sydney United Draw 0-0 
S$ M re) KIN G AREAS E @) R - Sun 02/11/03 7:30pm Bob Jane Stadium Marconi Stallions Win 2-0 
PATRO NS TO UTI Li S$ E : 8 Sun 09/11/03 3:00pm _ Arena Joondalup Perth Glory Loss 0-| | 
9 Sun 16/11/03 6:00pm _ Knights Stadium Melbourne Knights Win 5-0 
10 Sun 23/11/03 7:30pm _ Bob Jane Stadium _— Adelaide United Win 2-1 
VI Sun 30/11/03 6:00pm Bob Jane Stadium Football Kingz Win 6-0 
‘ IVE MIX 12 Sun 07/12/03 6:30pm Pittwater Park Northern Spirit Loss |-3 
13 Wed 10/12/03 7:30pm Bob Jane Stadium Sydney Olympic Win 4-2 
“Dance Music for any Special Event” 14 Sun 14/12/03 7:30pm Bob Jane Stadium Parramatta Power Win 2-1 
15 BYE (Rnd 15 game moved to rnd 18) 
DISC JOCKEY STEVE 16 Sat 27/12/03 7:30pm Bob Jane Stadium = Wollongong Wolves Loss 2-3 
For Bookings Contact 17 Sat 03/01/04 7:00pm Perry Park Brisbane Strikers Loss 0-| 
THEO- 0414 772 934 | 18 Fri 19/12/03 7:30pm Energy Aust.Stadium Newcastle United Win 1-0 
19 Sun 11/01/04 7:30pm Bob Jane Stadium — Sydney United Win 1-0 
Champions Sports Bar & Bistro | 20 Sat 17/01/04 7:30pm = Marconi Stadium Marconi Stallions 
25 Albert Road Drive Albert Park Victoria 3206 21 Mon 26/01/04 6:00pm Bob Jane Stadium Perth Glory 
(Located in the SMSC social club) . 
: 22 Sat 31/01/04 7:30pm — Bob Jane Stadium Melbourne Knights 
Now open for Lunch and Dinner. 
’ - 23 Fri 06/02/04 7:30pm Hindmarsh Stadium Adelaide United 
Watch your favourite sports on our Big Screen. All SMSC members 
receive a 10% discount off their bill if they show their membership 24 Fri 13/02/03 7:30pm — Ericsson Stadium Football Kingz 
card (Not valid on game days). 
25 Sun 22/02/04 6:30pm Bob Jane Stadium Northern Spirit 
+ 4 Call South Melbourne Soccer Club on 9645 9797 to make your ; 
Ray) Pils Sa IR Ty M reservation. 26 Sun 29/02/03 TBA OK | Jubilee Stadium Sydney Olympic 
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SPONSORS 


Major Partner 
Crazy John's 


Principal Partners 
BT Lift Trucks 

Laiki Bank 
Parthenon Marble 
Rocket Batteries 

Vic Health 


Premier Partners 
Collex 
Musashi 


President's Functions Sponsor 
AIS Insurance Brokers 


Apparel Partner 
Covo Sports 


Official Travel Partner 
BT! Australia 


Corporate Box Holders 
Aspect Protective Services 
Care Park 

Chris' Greek Dips 

Coffex Coffee 

Cousin's Smash Repairs 
Delta Foods 

Delta Sales 

Detailed Property Services 
Dr. Leon Frangos & Associates 
Durham Audio Visual Hire 
Elco Foods 

EXXO 

Financial Call 

Flash Air 

K. & A.Accountants 

Karista Nominees 

Lanez Engineering 

Limnos Poultry 

LS Management Group 
Nelson College Apartments 
Only Sport 

PathLab 

Pentaco Oil 

Primary School Wear 
Rovers Syndicate 

Security National Financial Services 
Testarossa 

Thyssen Holdings 
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VIP Sponsors 

Adriatic Furniture 

Aquila 

Arnott's Snackfoods 

Arthur G 

Baiada Poultry 
Beirersdorf/Elastoplast 

BP Campbellfield/Exxo 
Bristol Decorator Centre 
Central Steel Trading Pty Ltd 
Crown Posture Bedding 
Demos Property Services 
Gavos Freight Solutions 
Genesis Sports 

Gregory's Motor Body Works 
Kelme 

Kri Kri Restaurant 

Kris Kristopher 

Live Mix 

M&C Seafoods 

Pascoe Vale Sports Store 
Peter Karak Graymac Printing 
Rocket Batteries 

SENI116 

Surdex Steel 

Tarbs TV 

Tim & Terry Oyster Supplies 


Winning EdgeCentral Steel Trading Pty Ltd 


Crown Posture Bedding 
Demos Property Services 
Gavos Freight Solutions 
Genesis Sports 

Gregory's Motor Body Works 
Kelme 

Kri Kri Restaurant 

Kris Kristopher 

Live Mix 

M&C Seafoods 

Pascoe Vale Sports Store 
Peter Karak Graymac Printing 
Rocket Batteries 

SENI116 

Surdex Steel 

Tarbs TV 

Tim & Terry Oyster Supplies 
Winning Edge 
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